
 

  

#allagesapril 2019   
 
 

 
Delivered by Linking Generations Northern Ireland with funding from 
the Public Health Agency and Big Lottery Community Fund. 
 
 
Service delivered: 
 
 
The organisation, coordination and provision of leadership, support, 
expertise advice and small grants to 51 groups / organisations to bring 
generations together for event / series of events in their communities.  
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All Ages April 2019 Evaluation 

Linking Generations Northern Ireland (LGNI) is the only organisation solely 

advocating for the development and promotion of intergenerational practice 

as a catalyst for social change in Northern Ireland and is part of the Beth 

Johnson Foundation. 

 

We work to bring generations together to challenge ageism and have a     
vision of an Age Friendly Northern Ireland where all generations are           

respected, understood, connected and engaged in their communities.  

We launched our annual campaign in early February 2019 and made 

grants totalling £7,650 to support 51 groups across 10 local councils to 

deliver All Ages April events during the month of April 2019.   

Our grant bring generations together in creative ways and these           

opportunities ignite enthusiasm for intergenerational work and with our 

support through the intergenerational networks it is easier than ever to 

create sustainable links.  
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  % of Survey respondents % of all Participants 

Under 16 45 46 

Young 16 – 24 11 6 

25 – 59 14 18 

Over 60 30 30 

The evaluations received from the participants showed a diverse age 
range engaged in the intergenerational activities. It is great to have lots of 

different age groups involved as a multigenerational approach brings many 
benefits.  
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Foundations of Wellbeing  

All Ages April always showcases fantastic work and gives evidence to     

support the impact of intergenerational approaches to address health 

and wellbeing, social isolation, loneliness and improve Community   

Connections . 

100 % practiced at least one foundation for wellbeing 

Give: 

All projects involved an element of mutual volunteering: older people share 

with younger people and younger people with older. 

Be Active: 

Many projects involved physical movement - dancing, nature walks, moving 

about displays and making things. 

Take Notice: 

Participants may have taken more notice of the world because the event 

was out of the ordinary for them. 

Keep Learning: 

Across the projects older people explained things like typewriters and old 

games to young people who discovered these ‘new’ things and in return 

helped older people learn about IT and re-discover the enthusiasm of 

youth. 

Connect: 

Participants connected with new people of different ages and expressed 

huge desire to keep connecting. 

“We can learn a lot from each 
other and be interested in 

each other” 

“That people, regardless 

of ages, are prepared to 

learn from each other” 
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Impact of Grants 
 
The grants act as a catalyst to create sustainable connections bringing older 

and younger people together. The impact of these connections is detailed 

below but as well as creating new opportunities, it also builds confidence 

and expertise to develop and implement intergenerational projects.  

 

We see the benefits across the board for those involved and it’s great to see 

how one small idea and a connection with another group/organisation/setting 

can provide positive outcomes for the participants, learning for the              

organisations/leaders and in most cases sustained links between people and 

organisations who go on to work intergenerationally as a result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The groups involved gained learning: 

 Trying intergenerational activities and something new. 

 Managing the practical issues that arose. 

 Problem Solving -  from hard of hearing older people, to thinking about 

steps for very young and the very old, gaining an understanding of the 

access needs. 

Benefits identified by the project leaders: 

 1)  Increased understanding by young people of the community and 

personal fears of older people . 

2)  Learning about the personal stories, experiences and community 

spirit of older people who lived through "The Troubles" . 

3)  Our members learned that they should be more appreciative of 

what they have got after listening to stories of poverty and hardship 

of an older generation. 

4)  The elder group increased their awareness of the serious mental 

health issues affecting young people these days. 
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What did the participants say...... 

“It was great for the whole community to get together because there aren't 

many opportunities for that normally” 

“Seeing how happy the children made the older generation and excitement 

on all their faces” 

“The pure joy of listening to the children discussing after the project how 

much they loved it” 

“Great enthusiasm and pride in the final product and I enjoyed the antics of 

the children. It was an uplifting and learning experience and a sharing of 

competences.” 

“Wonderful acceptance of everyone's abilities” 
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“Our event highlighted how close neighbours 

don't socialise and therefore need events such 

as this one to open up lines of communication 

and build a community where neighbours are 

connected and help each other in times of 

need.” 
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Impact to Intergenerational Infrastructure 
 

More than half the project leaders made links with other 

groups or organisations in the community who partnered in 

their event, so strengthening intergenerational (IG)

networking. 

 

Several groups reported increased capacity because of 

older people volunteering with them as a result of the event. 

 

There is a clear enthusiasm among the project leaders to 

continue with IG work. They are convinced of its benefits to 

the people participating and to their own organisation. The 

project has succeeded in demonstrating the benefits of IG 

work across a wide range of organisations – from sport, to 

churches, to schools, to residential homes, to youth clubs, 

older people’s and fishing clubs. 
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